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MUKWONAGO VILLAGE BOARD
Well-known residents challenge
incumbents for trustee seats

By Brandon Anderegg
banderegg@conleynet.com
262-513-2657

MUKWONAGO — The
place of the bear could bare
new names in its local gov-
ernment as five candidates
contend for three

Village Board
ELECTION seats for the

2019 Avril election.
Ve While Ryan
== Klemme, Eric

Brill and Roger
Walsh are well-known
names in Mukwonago due
to their involvement in vil-
lage affairs, these newcom-
ers hope to make their
debut on the Village Board.
Incumbents James Decker
and Karl Kettner are run-
ning for re-election while
Mark Penzkover is stepping
down.

Klemme

Klemme said he wants to
improve Mukwonago for all
residents including his
twin daughters, who just
entered elementary school.
Because his kids are young,
he has a long-term interest
in monitoring Mukwona-
go s growth, he said.

“The ity has

sible new ideas.”

“As a longtime resident,
local real estate appraisal
business owner and small
commercial property
owner, I believe I have a use-
ful combination of knowl-
edge, skills and time I can
contribute to the communi-
ty,” he said.

If elected, Walsh would
collaborate with nearby
communities and service
organizations to generate
mutually beneficial oppor-
tunities, he said. Walsh
believes streaming meet-
ings online and a user-
friendly website would
increase transparency and
community involvement.

Walsh has a degree in
energy policy and said he
would use his background
in real estate to guide vil-
lage investments and to cre-
ate a development progress
tracking system, so resi-
dents know exactly how
their money is being spent.

Kettner

Kettner seeks re-election,
he said, because he has the
time, ability and desire to
get involved and shape local
policy. He sees a state of
powerlessness and negativi-

grown, and I want to be a
part of where and how that
growth continues to pro-
vide all residents and busi-
ness owners the best possi-
ble outcome for our long-
term future,” Klemme said.

Between his upbringing
on adairy farm and his edu-
cation in engineering and
business administration,
his background allows him
to bring a unique perspec-
tive as trustee, he said.

If elected, Klemme would
responsibly manage Muk-
wonago’s industrial, com-
mercial, and residential
growth, he said. Klemme’s
wife is a former trustee, so
he’s familiar with Village
Board dynamics.

Klemme is also focused
on transparency, adding
that Mukwonago will have
to evolve “so that everyone
stays connected, informed
and supportlve of each
other.

Decker

Decker is an eight-year
village trustee who retired
after 48 years at an engi-
neering company. His time
as a trustee and tenure on
multiple committees makes
him an asset to Mukwona-
£0, he said.

If re-elected, Decker
would keep taxes low while
maintaining Mukwonago’s
vibrancy. One of his prima-
ry goals is to budget for cap-
ital investments to meet the
needs of staff funding,
equipment and capital
expenditures, Decker
added.

“I would work with the
board to see that the com-
mercial and industrials tax
base is increased, to help
offset the cost of providing
for major further capital
items that are forthcom-
ing,” Decker said.

As chairman of the
Health and Rec Committee,
Decker takes pride in Muk-
wonago’s park system and
their amenities. Major
upgrades to Field Park will
take time, but Decker feels
Mukwonago is headed in
the right direction with
recent discussions  of
future park upgrades, he
said.

Walsh

Walsh actively engages
local government through
his participation on vari-
ous citizen committees and
by attending meetings regu-
larly. He wishes to share
“past information while
supporting fiscally respon-
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ty and feels he can have a
positive impact on the com-
munity, Kettner said.

He is an IT engineer who
prides himself on his abili-
ty to generate compromise,
a strength he finds in his
work life as well as a
trustee.

Kettner hopes to keep ser-
vices and amenities in the
village at a high level, but
also maintain low property
taxes through business
growth, he said.

“It’'s in the business
growth where we see a
major benefit to taxes, but
we need to carefully moni-
tor that growth,” Kettner
said.

Kettner said he would
continue to tackle Mukwon-
ago’s traffic congestion, an
issue he and others have
addressed by rerouting
truck traffic around
downtown, he said. How-
ever, he’s also conscious
that more traffic on the
outskirts of town could
cause issues for other res-
idents.

Brill

Brill said he is running
to ensure the Village
Board’s composition
equally represents all of
Mukwonago’s stakehold-
ers. For Brill, Mukwona-
go’s small-town family
identity and numerous
amenities are important
to the village’s success.

“As our community is
growing, we need inde-
pendent thinkers on the
Village Board who can
see how this growth will
add to our entire commu-
nity and maintain our
values at the same time,”
Brill said.

If elected, Brill would
renew focus on preserv-
ing Mukwonago’s histori-
cal identity, small-town
atmosphere, community
events and traditional
downtown.

Brill also supports eco-
nomic development in the
village, which can gener-
ate places to eat and shop
while providing addition-
al tax revenue, which
reduces taxes for resi-
dents, he said. However,
village-led investments
need to be more transpar-
ent, Brill added.

Brill is an electrical
engineer and has an engi-
neering degree. He is also
committee chair of the
local Cub Scout Pack and
a Den Leader for his

youngest son’s den.

Eric Brill
Age: 36
Address: 1537
Whitetail Run,
Mukwonago
Occupation:
Electrical
engineer
Elected experience: None
Years in district: 6

James Decker (i)
Age: 80
Address: 1138
Eastern Tralil,
Mukwonago
Occupation:
Retired engineer
Elected
experience: Vil-
lage trustee, eight years
Years in district: 29

Karl Kettner (i)
Age: 47
Address: 603
Prairie Hill Ave.,
Mukwonago
Occupation: IT
engineer
Elected
experience:
Village trustee, two years
Years in district: 10

Ryan Klemme
Age: 41
Address: 710
Stoecker Farm
Ave., Mukwona-

go
Occupation:
Process
engineer
Elected experience: None
Years in district: 9

Roger Walsh
Age: 65
Address: 142
Oakland Ave.,
Mukwonago
Occupation:
Property and
business owner
Elected
experience: None
Years in district: 36
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